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Will  gov't  force  same  sex  marriage  on  seminaries? 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  report*)  - 

An  exchange  between  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Associate  Justice  Samuel  Aiito 
and  the  U.S.  Solicitor  General  1 
during  April  28  oral  arguments 
on  legalizing  same  sex  marriage 
has  lea  to  alarm  among  Southern 


In  response  to  Solicitor  Gen¬ 
eral  Donald  VerriHi’s  argument 
on  behalf  of  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  that  same  sex  marriage 
should  be  declared  a  constitu-  AUTO 
tionaJ  right  Aiito  asked  Verrilli 
about  institutions  that  refuse  to  permit 
same  sex  marriage,  citing  a  1983  decision 


Annual 
meeting 
app  now 
available 

COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (BP) 
—  Messengers  to  the  2015 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  June  16-17  in 
Columbus,  Oh.,  can  stay  in¬ 
formed  through  a  free  smart¬ 
phone  app  featuring  sched¬ 
ules,  maps,  alerts,  speakers, 
newsfeeds,  the  Book  of  Re¬ 
ports,  the  Daily  Bulletin,  and 
much  more. 

The  app  will  be  available 
for  iPhone,  iPad,  and  Android 
users  and  can  be  downloaded 
by  typing  “SBC  Annual  Meet¬ 
ings’^  in  the  device's  app 
store.  Once  the  app  is  down¬ 
loaded,  it  will  prompt  you  to 
install  the  information  for  the 


bis  year’s  preferred  Twit¬ 
ter  hash  tag  will  be  #sbci5. 
Messengers  also  can  follow 
SBCMeeting,  @  Baptist  Press, 
@SBCLife,  @sbccp,  and  @SB- 
CPastorsconf  for  the  latest  an¬ 
nua)  meeting  updates. 

Developed  by  Core-Apps, 
the  app  will  include: 

■  Push  alerts  of  up-to-date 
news,  such  as  any  changes  in 
the  meeting  schedule; 

■  The  programs  for  the 
SBC  Pastors’  Conference  and 
the  annual  meeting; 

■  An  alphabetized  list  of 
Pastors’  Conference  and  an¬ 
nual  meeting  speakers,  in¬ 
cluding  their  scheduled  speak¬ 
ing  times; 

■  A  newsfeed  of  Baptist 
Press  news  stories  and  photos 


in  which  the  Supreme  Court  upheld  the  Verrilli  response 
Internal  Revenue  Service’s  revocation  think  I  can  answer 
of  a  tax  exemption  for  knowing  n 

Bob  Jones  Univer¬ 
sity,  a  fundamental¬ 
ist  Christian  school  in 
Greenville,  S.C. 

The  court  “held  that 
a  college  was  not  en¬ 
titled  to  tax-exempt 
status  if  it  opposed  in - 

terraria]  marriage  or  _  __  w 

interracial  dating/  AH-  VERRILLI  exchange  I 

to  said,  “so  would  the  nary  wiD  i 

same  apply  to  a  university  or  a  college  if  it  its  support  of  hiblic 
opposed  same  sex  marriage?"  of  any  legal  challenj 


i  responded,  “You  know,  I  don’t 
an  answer  that  question  without 

bin^^oeitaii^6^^  | 
to  be  an  issue.  I  dont  J 
deny  that  I  don’t  deny 
that.  Justice  Atito.  It  is 
going  to  be  an  issue." 

Chuck  Kelley,  presi¬ 
dent  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  said  after 

reading  reports  of  the  I _ 

exchange  that  the  semi-  KELLEY 
naiy  wil]  stand  firm  in 
«t  of  biblical  marriage  regardless 
pd  challenges. 


“New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  affirms  without  reservation  the  Wbb- 

_ «  cal  tencidnm  on  marriage  and 

sexual  morality Kelley  tod  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  in  written  comments. 
“Marriage  is  between  a  man  and 
a  woman.  Any  sexual  relationship 
outside  the  bonds  of  bib&cal  mar¬ 
riage  is  wrong  before  God 

^\I1  members  of  the  NOBTS 
family  are  always  responsible  for 
upholding  these  biblical  values. 
We  anticipate  no  change  in  our 

MARRIAGE  on  p  6 


covering  Crossover,  the  SBC 
annual  meeting,  and  related 
meetings  that  take  place  dur¬ 
ing  the  week. 

■  PDF  versions  of  the  Book 
of  Reports,  the  Daily  Bulletin, 
and  SBC  LIFE; 

■  Scheduled  times  for  sem¬ 
inary  luncheons  and  other  af¬ 
finity  groups  ancillary  to  the 
annual  meeting; 

■  Twitter  stream  discus¬ 
sions  about  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  Use  the  hashtag  esbcis  to 
join  the  conversation; 

■  An  interactive  map  of  the 


exhibit  hall  and  messenger- 
friendly  local  restaurants; 

■  A  list  of  exhibitors,  in¬ 
cluding  contact  information 
for  each  exhibitor  and  the  ex¬ 
hibitor’s  Boor  location; 

■  A  list  of  Metro  Colum¬ 
bus  Association  churches  and 
church-type  missions,  with  a 
map  showing  where  each  con¬ 
gregation  is  located,  and 

■  A  “friends"  icon  where 
users  can  keep  up  to  date  with 
their  friends  and  send  them 
notes.  (Users  are  required  to 
fill  out  a  brief  profile.) 


Iranian  authorities 
threaten  Abedini 
with  extended  time 


ISTANBUL,  Turkey  (BP)  -  p 

Iranian  authorities  - 
heightened  pressure 
on  U.S.-lranian  pastor 
Saeed  Abedini  in  April, 
threatening  to  keep  him 
in  prison  indefinitely, 

Morning  Star  News  re¬ 
ported  May  l. 

Authorities  seem  to 
be  taking  a  “carrot-and- 
stick"  approach  to  Abe-  ABEDINI 
dini  -  leveling  new,  pet¬ 
ty  charges  while  promising  him  * 
freedom  if  he  abandons  his  faith 
in  Christ  and  returns  to  Islam, 
Tiffany  Barrens,  international  di¬ 
rector  at  the  American  Center  for 
Law  and  Justice,  told  Morning 
Star,  a  news  service  focusing  on 
the  persecuted  church. 

“They  have  said.  ‘Don’t  think 


hay  (BP)  —  prisoners  defied  his  order  for 
— ‘ aD  Bibles  in  the  prison 
ward  to  be  inspected, 
the  Irani^Christian 
news  service  Moha- 
bat  News  reported  in 
March,  with  Morning 
Star  noting  that  the 
imam  did  not  have  the 
legal  authority  to  order 
i-tuiu~  tiie  inspection. 

>  Abe-  ABEDINI  On  Dec.  29  of  last 

n,  pet-  year,  Fathi  was  sen- 

promising  him  tenced  to  an  additional  year  in 


Inside  1 


you’ll  girt  out  after  eight  years. 
Well  add  additional  reasons 


to  keep  you,*"  Barrens  said. 
“That’s  the  kind  of  threat  in 
conjunction  with  an  uptick  of’  If 
you  recant,  if  you  return  to  Is¬ 
lam,  we  will  let  you  go.’  That’s 
not  anything  new,  but  it’s  a  very 
concentrated,  intense  time  in 
the  prison  at  present." 


Sunday  School 


;V  •  v;  ;  ...r.'tfH 


bans  “certainty  has  been  taking 
its  toH,  because  Saeed  has  seen  it 
coroe  to  reality  for  so  many  oth¬ 
ers,"  Barrens  said. 

In  Gohardasht  Prison,  also 
known  as  Rajai-Shahr,  pastor 
F&rshid  Fathi  could  face  an  ad¬ 
ditional  two-year  sentence  after 
a  imam  overseeing  one  of  the 
prison’s  wards  accused  Fathi  of 
insulting  him.  The  imam  filed  the 
complaint  after  Fathi  and  other 


Created  male  and  female 


Tn  the  19706,  Broce  Jenner  seemed  to 
I  have  it  all  —  feme,  wealth,  admiration. 
XHe  was  an  Olympic  star  so  popular  in 
American  culture  that  he  was  reputedly 
considered  for  the  roles  erf  both  Super¬ 
man  and  James  Bond.  Now,  Jenner  is  best 
known  as  the  stepfather  oo  reality  televi¬ 
sion’s  Keeping  Up  with  the  Kardashians. 

Jenner  is  ready  for  one  more  change. 

He  says  he  knows  what  he’s  been  miss¬ 
ing:  his  identity  as  a  woman.  Jenner  has 
reportedly  undergone  surgery  to  make 
himself  appear  more  like  a  woman  and 
has  been  photographed  wearing  dresses. 
Now,  in  a  highly  publicized  interview  with 
Diane  Sawyer,  ne  says  that  his  “whole  life 
has  been  leading  up  to  this.” 

Bruce  Jenner,  of  course,  is  a  symbol,  a  ce~ 


Guest  opinion 

with  Russell  Moore 


Earth  Day,  of  course,  reminds  us  that  human 
desires  and  human  technologies  ought  to 
have  limits.  Just  because  a  corporation  has 
the  technological  power  to  raze  a  forest  or 
level  a  mountain  or  dump  toxins  into  a  water 
system  is  no  sign  that  one  should  do  so.  The 
common  good  means  human  beings  learn¬ 
ing  to  live  in  balance  and  harmony  with  na¬ 
ture,  not  with  a  rapacious  domination  of  it 
VVhat  fa  true  (/natural  ecology  is  true 
of  human  ecology  as  wdl  Techno-utopian 
scientism  tells  us  that  we  can  transcend  our 
limits,  to  become  as  gods.  For  rome,  that 


Loose  lips  at  Supreme  Court 


Not  too  long  ago  I  encoun-  her  usual  reticence  when  it  comes 
tered  an  appellate-leve*  to  talking  about  upcoming  cases," 
judge  at  a  social  event.  In  an  Goodwin  wrote  in  her  yahoo.com 
effort  to  make  light  conversation,  1  piece.  “In  February,  Gmsburg  told 
‘  *  *  ^MUloomberg  that  it  would  not  take  a 

large  adjustment’  for  Americans  to 
accept  nationwide  marriage  equal¬ 
ity,  given  the  ‘enormous’  change  in 
people’s  attitudes  about  same-sex 
marriage.  New  York  Times  colum¬ 
nist  Gail  Collins  wrote  in  January 
that  Ginsburg  has  a  ‘strong  hunch’ 
about  the  wa  / 1  le  case  will  turn 
out.  T  would  be  very  surprised  if 
the  Supreme  Court  retreats  from 
what  it  has  said  about  same-sex 
unions,’  Ginsburg  told  Collins, 
referencing  the  2012  decision  that 
found  the  federal  government  must 
recognize  same-sex  marriages." 

Those  comments  by  Ginsburg, 
former  general  counsel  to  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union, 
may  seem  mild  by  the  coarse  stan¬ 
dards  of  modern  public  discourse, 
but  they  are  in  arguably  huge  on  the 
situations  level  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Ginsburg,  and  her  eight  fellow  jus¬ 
tices,  were  supposed  to  be  unbiased 
going  into  the  April  28  oral  argu¬ 
ments  involving  a  case  that  could 
determine  the  future  of  marriage  in 
this  country. 

Goodwin  points  out  in  her  article 
that  other  justices  have  recused 
themselves  w’len  they  have  over¬ 
stepped  what  they  perceived  to  be 
the  limits  of  what  they  can  say  in 
public  about  cases.  Ginsburg  has 


noer  as  separate  from  biological 
is  there  a  word  from  God  to  the 


that  sees 
identity.! 

transeenL _ _ 

chum  address  the  Bruce  Jenner  in  your 
neighborhood  who  doesn’t  have  the  star 
power  or  the  Malibu  mansions  but  who  does 
have  the  same  alienation  of  self? 

First  of  all,  we  should  avoid  the  tempta¬ 
tion  to  laugh  at  these  suffering  souls.  We 
do  not  see  our  transgendered  neighbors  as 
freaks  to  be  despised.  They  fed  alienated 
from  their  identities  as  men  or  women  and 
are  seeking  a  solution  in  setf-display  or  in 
surgery  or  m  pumping  their  homes  with  the 
other  sex’s  hormones. 

In  a  fallen  universe  all  of  us  are  alienated 
in  some  way  from  who  we  were  designed  to 
be.  That  alienation  manifests  itself  in  differ-  -H  . 

ent  ways  in  different  people.  ness  and  femaleness  is  very  much  part  of 

However,  neither  should  we  fall  for  tiie  that  wisdom  and  lordship.  We  are  Dorn  not 

transgender  cultural  narrative.  This  nar-  out  of  self-eflbrt  but  in  tne  pure  providence 

rative  is  rooted  in  the  ancient  heresy  of  of  our  Creator.  Our  given  gender  points  us 

Gnosticism,  with  the  idea  that  the  “real"  self  to  an  even  deeper  reality  —  to  the  unity  and 

is  separate  from  who  one  is  as  an  embodied,  complementarity  of  Christ  and  the  church 
material  being.  Body  parts  and  chromosom-  A  rejection  of  the  goodness  of  those 

al  patterns  are  seen  as  dispensable  since  the  creational  realities,  then,  is  a  revolt 
sett  is  radically  disconnected  from  the  body,  against  God’s  lordship  and  against  the 

tiie  psychic  from  the  material.  picture  of  the  Gospel  that  God  has  em 

The  old  Gnostic  heresy  is  joined  with  bedded  in  the  creation, 

contemporary  expressive  individualism  —  The  hqpe  for  Bruce  Jenner,  and  for 

the  idea  that  I  must  be  true  to  whomever  I  others  Hke  him,  is  not  to  alter  the  body 

perceive  my  “real  me"  to  be  on  the  inside  in  with  surgeiyor  to  flood  their  systems  with 

order  to  be  "authentic."  This  is  what  leads  hormones.  The  answer  is  to  realize  that  all 

some  parents,  mother  news  of  recent,  to  of  us  are  born  alienated  from  what  we  wen 

“traiwtion"  the  gender  identity  of  their  child  created  to  be.  We  don’t  need  to  fix  what 


brought  up  a  prominent  legal  case 
that  was  in  the  news  at  the  time. 

The  judge  politely  declined  to  dis¬ 
cuss  it  with  me.  “I  can’t  talk  about 
cases  that  could  possibly  come 
before  my  court  at  some  point  in 
the  future,!*  he  informed  me.  I  told 
h*m  that  I  understood. 

I  understood,  and  I  was  im¬ 
pressed.  Impressed  with  8  level 
of  integrity  that  indicated  to  me 
the  jut^e  believed  in  and  deeply 
respected  the  sanctity  of  our  court 
system.  Impressed  that  he  didn’t 
seem  to  mind  taking  the  risk  of  of¬ 
fending  someone  he  had  just  met 
who  had  innocently  brought  up  an 
inappropriate  subject.  Impressed 
that  he  chose  to  address  my  gaffe 
without  humiliating  me,  as  he 
surely  could  have  clone.  Impressed 
with  the  knowledge  that  he  must 
have  encountered  similar  si„.l — 
hundred*  —  if  not  thousands  —  of 
times  in  his  judicial  career,  and 
handled  each  one  the  same  way. 

It  was  on  that  encounter  with  the 
judge  that  I  base  my  disappoint¬ 
ment  with  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Associate  Justice  Ruth  Bader  Gins- 
burg’s  recent  public  comments  on 
an  eminently  important  cast  that  is 
right  now  before  her  court. 

In  an  April  27  article  entitled, 

“As  arguments  near.  Justice  Gins- 
burg  has  already  made  up  her  mind  expressed  no  such  sentiment, 
on  gay  marriage,"  on  yahoo  .com  /  Sb e’s  not  going  to  recuse 

politics,  senior  national  affairs  re-  herself,"  Goodwin  quotes  Erwin 
porter  Uz  Goodwin  opens  with  this  Chemerinsky,  dean  of  the  law 
lead  paragraph :  school  at  the  University  of  Califor¬ 

nia- Irvine  as  saying  -  and  he’s  most 

Ruth  Bader  Ginsbura ,  the  likely  going  to  be  right.  "We’re  just 

82-year-old  leader  of  tne  Supreme  in  an  era  where  some  of  the  justices 

Court’s  minority  liberal  wing ,  has  are  speaking  more  publicly  man 
cast  aside  her  usual  restraint  in  the  ever  before,  Chemerinsky  adds. 
past  months  and  left  little  doubt  That  doesn’t  make  it  right.  Most 

where  she  stands  on  the  upcoming  us  were  taught,  both  at  home  and 

gay  marriage  case.  in  school,  that  the  rule  of  law  as 

administered  through  the  American 

Actually,  there’s  been  little  doubt  legal  system  is  one  of  the  foun- 
for  quite  some  time.  Ginsburg,  who  dational  concepts  that  separates 
was  nominated  to  the  high  court  by  us  from  countries  subject  to  the 
U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton  in  1993,  whims  of  dictators  and  totalitarians. 
last  year  became  the  first  U.S.  Su-  Most  of  us  were  also  taught  that 
preme  Court  justice  to  officiate  at  a  we  should  expect  that  system  to  be 
same  sex  marriage  ceremony,  albeit  thoroughly  unbiased  and  capable  of 
in  a  location  of  the  country  where  rendering  justice. 
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Nepal  on  minds  of 
conference  goers ' 
seeking  to  save  lost 


PLANO,  Texas  (BP  and  local 
report*)  -  As  the  world  watch¬ 
es  the  escalating  devastation 
m  Nepal,  more  than  40  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
workers  from  South  Asia  gath¬ 
ered  April  26-28  at  Preston- 
wood  Church  in  Plano,  Texas, 
for  a  conference  encouraging 
140  churches  to  make  commit 
ments  to  reach  the  nations. 

Conference  attendees  prayed 
for  those  impacted  by  the 
7.8-magnitude  earthquake  that 
struck  Nepal  April  25.  More 
than  5,000  deaths  have  been 
reported  from  the  quake  and  af¬ 
tershock  that  were  felt  in  Nepal, 
India,  Bangladesh,  and  Tibet. 

A  strategy  leader,  whose 
work  includes  Nepal,  shared 
his  mixed  emotions  about  be¬ 
ing  in  Texas  instead  of  work¬ 
ing  beside  his  friends  in  the 
devastated  country.  “I  don’t 
know  about  the  Lord’s  timing. 
I’d  rather  be  there  today,”  he 
said,  but  he  also  acknowledged 
the  opportunity  to  advocate  for 
the  people  he  loves  and  asked 
U.S.  churches  to  enter  signifi¬ 
cant  partnerships  on  behalf  of 
South  Asians. 

“It’s  no  coincidence  that 
a  number  of  us  are  gathered 
here  in  one  place,”  he  said.  “In 
a  way,  it’s  almost  like  God  is 
clashing  the  cymbals  and  bang¬ 
ing  the  gonps  to  say,  This  is  it.* 
As  we  consider  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  it  is  a  strategic  moment 
in  Nepal. 

“It  s  hard  not  to  focus  on  the 
loss  of  life  in  Nepal,  but  the  po¬ 
tential  of  what  comes  next  is  re¬ 
ally  exciting.  Southern  Baptists 
have  been  praying  for  genera¬ 
tions  to  reach  the  lost.  They’ve 
prayed,  ‘Lord,  shake  the  na¬ 
tions,  Lord,  do  something  that 
causes  and  breaks  hearts  open 
to  look  to  you.’  Now  is  the  time." 

Don  Gann,  Men’s  Ministry 
Director  for  the  Mississippi 


"It's  hard  hot  to  focus 
on  the  loss  of  life  in 
Nepal,  but  the  potential 
of  what  comes  next  is 
really  exciting.  Southern 
Baptists  have  been 
praying  for  generations 
to  reach  the  lost.  They've 
prayed.  Lord,  shake 
the  nations.  Lord,  do 
something  that  causes 
and  breaks  hearts  open 
to  look  to  you.' 

Now  is  the  time.' 

IMB  stratayy  leader 

Baptist  Convention  Board  and 
lead  coordinator  for  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
program,  said  trained  volun¬ 
teers  across  the  state  are  await¬ 
ing  word  from  Baptist  Global 
Response,  which  partners  with 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  state  Baptist  conven¬ 
tions  to  coordinate  disaster  re¬ 
lief  responses. 

“Southern  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  has  a  long-term  focus. 
Needs  of  those  affected  are 
both  immediate  and  long-term. 
We  do  not  self-deploy,  but  seek 
to  be  a  part  of  the  coordinated 
effort  to  bring  Help,  Healing, 
and  Hope  to  those  affected?* 
Gann  said. 

For  up-to-date  information 
from  Baptist  Global  Response, 
visit  the  website  gobgr.org. 
Those  who  have  been  trained 
and  qualified  for  disaster  relief 
and  are  interested  in  being  mo¬ 
bilized  should  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Disaster  Relief  be  asked  to 
send  teams,  Gann  can  be  con¬ 
tacted  at  dgann@mbcb.org. 

During  a  time  of  prayer  for 
Nepal  at  the  opening  session  of 
the  Preston  wood  conference, 
the  worker  reminded  the  crowd 


~  Ma"V  buildings  around  Nepal's  capital  city,  Kathmandu,  were  reduced  to 
rubble  during  the  7.8-magmtude  (Richter  Scale)  earthquake  that  struck  April  25  in  the  moun 

^CthernBaotiS^n  «Ba.P,‘St  Reli°f'  Whi<*  handles  international  disaster  relief  for  the 

Ba.p,,st  Convention  and  its  state  partners,  is  conducting  needs  assessments  in  Neoll 
m  order  to  plan  a  relief  effort,  (BP  photo  used  with  permission)  assessments  in  Nepal 


of  nearly  400  participants  that 
Hindu  temples  and  man-made 
buildings  crumbled,  “But  we 
worship  a  God  whose  throne 
was  not  shaken.” 

He  asked  believers  in  the 
U.S.  to  pray  the  Nepali  church 
will  “find  its  voice"  and  set 
themselves  apart  as  people  who 
meet  the  needs  caused  by  the 
devastating  earthquake  in  a 
way  that  will  make  histoiy. 

“And  they  will,  it’s  almost  in¬ 
evitable,  because  we  know  the 
Word  and  the  Holy  Spirit  have 
been  invested,"  he  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  Southern  Baptists’  work 
in  Nepal  for  decades. 

“Pray  for  boldness,"  he  said. 
“Pray  for  clear  presentation 
of  motives  that  as  the  Nepali 


church  responds,  that  everyone 
would  know  it’s  because  som«- 

S’s  different  about  these 
e.  It’s  not  just  the  cultural 
talitv.  This  is  some  other 
motive  of  love  ...  that’s  com¬ 
pelling  the  Nepali  Christian 
church  to  respond." 

In  Plano,  churches  and  mis¬ 
sions  organizations  from  23 
states  gathered  for  the  three- 
day  event  to  join  together  in 
reaching  South  Asia,  an  area 
that  includes  India,  Nepal, 
Pakistan,  Sri  Lanka,  Bhutan, 
Bangladesh  and  the  Maldives, 
with  the  Gospel.  Workers  es¬ 
timate  1.6  billion  people  live 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  and 
most  have  never  heard  the 
name  of  Jesus. 


Prayer 

■  Pray  Christians  and 
churches  will  be  the  salt 
that  seasons  and  the 
light  that  pierces  the 
darkness  around  them  in 
this  time  of  crisis. 

■  Pray  God  will  open 
unprecedented  doors  for 
the  Gospel  in  these  com¬ 
ing  days,  as  personnel 
and  teams  have  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  demonstrate 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ 
through  acts  of  compas¬ 
sion  and  mercy. 

■  Pray  for  a  great  spiritual 
harvest 


Missions  directors  to  gather  before  SBC  annual  meet 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (BP)  -  The 
Southern  Baptist  Conference  of 
Associational  Leaders  (SBCAL) 
will  work  to  encourage,  inspire, 
and  equip  its  members  in  king¬ 
dom  work  at  its  June  14-15 
meeting  in  Columbus,  Oh.,  im¬ 
mediately  prior  to  the  start  of 
the  2015  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
the  same  city. 

The  SBCAL  will  retain  its 
201a  theme  of  Ready  Churches, 
Ready  Harvest,  based  on  Mat¬ 
thew  9:37.  The  theme  is  de¬ 
signed  to  complement  the  SBC 


theme  of  Great  Awakening: 
Clear  Agreement,  Visible  Union, 
Extraordinary  Prayer,  and  its 
grayer  emphasis,  said  Johnny 
Kmnbough,  conference  team 
leader  and  executive  director  of 
missions  for  the  Lexington  As¬ 
sociation  in  South  Carolina. 

Associational  leaders  will 
enjoy  worship,  sermons,  edu¬ 
cational  breakout  sessions, 
and  fellowship  June  14  from  9 
a.m  -5  p  m.,  and  June  15  from 
8  a.m.-i2fi5  p  m.  at  the  Down¬ 
town  Hilton.  Frank  S.  Page, 
president  of  the  SBC  Executive 


Committee,  will  address  asso¬ 
ciational  leaders  Sunday,  July 
15.  at  3:45  p.m.,  with  special 
greetings  from  O.S.  Hawkins, 
president  of  GuideStone  Fi¬ 
nancial  Resources. 

Ken  Wea thereby,  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  vice  president 
for  convention  advancement, 
will  preach  during  10  a.m. 
Sunday  worship;  Gerald  Roe, 
a  Christian  Studies  professor 
at  North  Greenville  university 
(NGU)  in  Tigerville,  S.C.,  will 
speak  during  the  Sunday  gen 
eral  session  at  1  p.m. 


Monday’s  speakers  will  indude 
Southern  Baptist  Seminary  Presi¬ 
dent  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.  at  8:30 
a  m.,  and  Ker  Hemphill,  NGU 
director  of  the  Center  for  Church 
Planting  and  Revitalization,  dur¬ 
ing  the  11:15  a.m.  general  session. 

Breakout  sessions  scheduled 
concurrently  both  days  will 
focus  on  DiseiplePath.  a  new 
study  from  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources;  Missionsfest,  a  part 
nership  of  the  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  auxiliary  of  the 
SBC;  bi vocational  ministry,  and 
conflict  management. 


Registration  is  $99  through 
June  11  at  re5isterohio2015.org, 
with  free  registration  for  sdous 
es.  On-site  registration  will  be 
$125  beginning  June  14. 

In  advance  of  its  Columbus 
meeting,  the  SBCAL  is  conduct¬ 
ing  a  Week  of  Prayer  &  Mission 
Emphasis  May  17-24.  Free  re¬ 
sources,  including  bulletin  cov¬ 
ers,  prayer  cards,  posters,  and 
a  sermon  series,  are  available 
for  download  at  20i5ame.ba 
sicshift.com,  through  a  partner 
ship  with  the  North  American 
Mission  Board. 
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Here  at  Mother’s  Day  week  let 

me  take  you  back  to  just  before 
Easter.  A  precious  baby  girl  was 
bom  into  this  big  ole  world.  Mama  and 
dad  and  the  new  baby  were  all  well  and 
all  the  family  was  rejoicing.  They  named 
her  Mary  Lea  and  soon  I  received  word 
from  the  grandpa  in  a  text  that  came 
alone  with  a  picture:  the  obligatory 
chile  wrapped  up  in  a  blanket  with  only 
her  head  sticking  out.  Obviously,  she 
was  beautiful.  Attached  to  the  text  was 
also  the  vital  statistics.  She  weighs  7  lbs. 
jo  oz.  and  was  20’  long.  That  is  what 
the  grandpa  reported.  My  first  thought 
upon  reading  those  numbers  was  to  get 
in  touch  with  the  Guinness  Book  people 
for  surely  this  has  to  be  some  sort  of  re¬ 
cord.  Upon  further  reflection  since  I  did 
not  have  the  Guinness  folks  in  my  speed 
dial,  1  realized  this  may  be  an  error  and 
I  thought  probably  Granddad  should 
not  be  allowed  to  send  texts  or  maybe  to 
even  have  a  cell  phone.  But  as  I  pro¬ 
cessed  all  the  information,  I  thought 
maybe  this  was  what  the  Bible  was  talk¬ 
ing  about  when  it  said  there  were  giants 
in  the  land.  As  time  moved  on  1  got  it 
all  straightened  out  and  discovered  that 
she  was  20"  Iona,  but  then  upon  further 
contemplation,  I  realized  that  this  new 
babjr  child,  Mary  Lea,  indeed  is  a  giant  in 

Tile  reason  I  say  that  is  because  1 
have  seen  it  over  and  over  again  as  one 
generatkmfollows  another  and  we  get 
to  rejoice  in  the  renewal  and  hopeful¬ 
ness  of  life  with  the  birth  of  a  little  child. 
Just  think  about  it.  This  child  la  a 
giant  of  possibilities.  On  average 
mere  are  about  250,000  deaths  each 
day  worldwide.  Tnat  is  astounding, 
but  on  the  other  side  of  that  stat  is  the 
wonderful  reality  that  there  are  more 


There  Are  Giants  in  the  Land 


births  than  deaths  on  average  each  day. 
And  one  after  another  after  another 
little  boys  and  little  girls  come  into 
their  homes  just  as  God  said,  that  they 
are  gifts.  Each  of  them  is  loaded  with 
immense  possibilities.  While  you  and  1 
may  just  see  them  as  small  little  human 
beings,  they  each  are  packages  of  unlim¬ 
ited  possibilities.  Can  you  imagine  the 
limited  thoughts  that  people  had  when 
they  discovered  a  basket  out  there  on 
the  water’s  edge  in  Egypt?  That  inside 


would  shape  not  only  the  destiny  of  a 
family  but  a  nation  and  set  standards 
for  the  world  because  God  used  him. 
What  possibilities  exist  over  and  over 
for  young  moms  and  dads  and  commu¬ 
nities  that  welcome  the  wonder  of  a  new 
child!  They  are  giants  in  the  land. 

But  along  with  giant  possibili¬ 
ties,  there  are  also  giant  problems. 
There  are  giants  in  the  land  and  it  is 


impossible  to  know  the  kinds  of  prob¬ 
lems  they  will  face.  I  think  about  the 
incredible  shifts  in  life’s  landscape  in 
my  lifetime,  the  changes  and  challenges 
that  have  come  with  world  powers  ris¬ 
ing  and  falling,  the  struggles  that  we  all 
have  faced  and  sometimes  floundered 
through  in  adapting  to  technology  and 
media  technology.  I  think  «oout  the 
moral  differences  that  have  occurred 
over  the  last  several  generations  as  we 
wrestle  with  the  awkwardness  of  things 
that  we  once  revered  being  held  in 
contempt  and  disdain  and  some  things 
that  we  clearly  understood  as  evil  or 
detrimental  that  have  now  been  elevated 
to  places  of  prominence  and  praise.  I 
think  of  the  changes  in  language  and  the 
vulgarity  that  is  heard  in  every  realm 
of  me  it  seems,  and  beyond  just  foul 
language  1  think  about  the  way  people 
speak  to  each  other  with  such  crass  and 
mean-spirited  language  and  think  noth¬ 
ing  about  it  Wefl,  suffice  it  to  say,  there 


will  be  giants  in  the  land  that  we  haven’t 
even  considered.  Huge  problems  that 
must  be  confronted. 

But  there  are  giants  in  the  land 
that  will  enable  us  and  strengthen 
us  and  help  us,  for  they  are  the 
giant  promises  that  God  has  given 
us.  One  of  the  things  1  know  about  this 
little  giri  and  all  of  the  little  girls  and 
boys  that  are  being  born  is  that  God  has 
an  eternal  investment  in  them  and  He 
wants  them  to  know  He  loves  them.  He 
wants  each  of  them  to  know  that  He 
will  be  with  them  in  whatever  they  face. 
He  wants  them  to  know  He  will  never 
leave  them  nor  forsake  them.  The  giant 
promises  that  our  God  gives  us  span  the 
ages  and  are  always  trustworthy. 

Throi^^tl^yearg  I^often^have^ust 

children’s  area  of  our  church  just  to 
look  into  a  room  and  see  wonderful 
teachers  making  a  difference  in  boys 
and  girls  and  sharing  with  them  the 
great  promises  of  God.  Our  society 
places  a  lot  of  emphasis,  and  rightly 
so,  on  having  good  education  and 


citizens,  productive  and  contributing 
to  the  needs  of  family  or  society,  but 
nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  is  more 
important  than  taking  the  time  and 
making  the  investment  to  share  with 
our  children  the  giant  promises  of  God. 
They  will  make  the  difference  in  a  per¬ 
son's  life  not  only  right  here  and  now, 
but  those  promises  can  affect  eternity. 
Thanks  be  to  God  there  are  giant  prom¬ 
ises  in  the  land. 

The  author  can  he  contacted  at  direc¬ 
tions^)  mbcb.org. 


Bible  Drill 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  BOGUS  CHITTo,  recog¬ 
nizes  its  children’s  Bible  drillers. 


SCOOBA  CHURCH,  SCOOBA,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers 


■  •V  (1 

«r  £ 

jk 

■  i„i 

_ 1  1 

Diana  Saucier,  PARKWAY  CHURCH.  HERNANDO, 

presented  Caitlyn  Marshall  a  $2000  scholarship  for 
being  the  first  nine  year  driller  at  the  church.  She 
plans  to  attend  Blue  Mountain  College  in  the  fall 
Shown  are  Saucier,  Caitlyn,  and  her  parents  Cindy 
and  pestorTom  Marshall. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  OLOH,  SUMRALL.  recognizee  BEULAH  CHURCH,  DECATUR,  recognizee  Its 

its  Bible  drillers.  Bible  drillers. 


GRIFFITH  MEMORIAL  CHURCH,  JACKSON, 

recognizes  its  Bible  drillers. 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  you  hgcrWispc^c  .n  your  ear.  proclaim  upon  the 
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BLACK 


CHURCH 


2015 


July  16-18,  2015 

Morrison  Heights 
Baptist  Church 
Clinton.  MS 


To  register  call: 


Mission  Strategy  Dept.,  (800)  748.1651,  Ext  231 
or  (601)  292  3231 


Registration: 

$50  after  February  15,  20 

www.mbcb.org/events 


m 


ANYONE  IN  CHRIST  IS  A 

tlilVAV  MARGARET  LACKEY 
l\l  ►  lflf  OFFERING  FOR  STATE 

m%mM  VV  missions  Mississippi 


CREATION 


2015  OFFERING  GOAL:  $2,000,000 

OFFERING  EMPHASIS  AUGUST  OCTOBER 
ORDER  FREE  MARGARET  LACKEY  RESOURCES 
AND  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  STATE  MISSIONS 

Mission  Strategy  MBCB  |  .800'  748  U 


JUNE  23-27, 2015 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
ALL-STATE  YOUTH  CHOIR 
A  ORCHESTRA 
TOUR 


WEDNESDAY.  JUNE  10.  2015 
Union  Sop**  Church,  Ptooyrte  -  6 .30  PM 

THURSDAY.  JUNE  U.  2015 

Wode  bo  pint  Church,  Moo*  Point  -  6:30  P  M 

HMDAY.JUNE  12,2015 

Hancock  County  Jorl  -  9:45  A  M 

Now  Hetghr*  Baptui  Church,  Summit  -  6:30  PM. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  13.2015 

Pi nl  Baptist  Church,  Groan  wood  -  Noon 

GomPoMI  A  Southern  Bapfttf  Church,  SeodrvtRe  -  6  00  PM. 

^ - 1  ^  M.  _  f*  _  -I  41  f - - 

vOWCBn  v  mm  jmwwtmrn  jpo^sptn 

SUNDAY.  JUNE  14,  2015 

Fairview  boptnt  Church,  Columbus  -  10  15  A  M 

Soldo*  SoptM  Church.  Soldo*  -  5  00  »M 

MONDAY.  JUNE  15,  2015 

hnt  ffapM  Church,  Joduon  -  6  30PM 

Sponsored  by  lh*  Church  Musk  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
P-O-Bo*  530 

Jackson.  MS  39205-0530 


Missions  leadership  Training  (or  church  leaders 
wJ  be  offered  in  3  locations.  Conferences  wilt 
be  offered  for  al  oge  level  organizations, 
including  RA  and  Challengers.  Women's  Ministry 
conferences  wil  be  offered  at  Growing  Churches 
and  AMC.  WMU  Ministry  and  general  missions 
interest  conferences  wiN  also  be  offered. 

My* 

ti-:_  r. - a  |A  _ 

vtiuv*  OV*  t  nQnWSDUiy 

August  7*1 

crowing  Lnurciw 
Harrisburg  SC,  Tupylo 

Agetwsi  Conferences  wil  be  offered  on  Saturday 

August  21*22 

Annual  Missions  Celebration 

3  Annual  Meeting  (AMC) 
imp  &  Conference  Center 
Clinton,  MS 

contact  the  MS  WMU  office  at  the 
MBCB  at  800748-1651,  Ext  323. 


Church  Missions 
Leadership  Training 


'  ' 


MISSISSIPPI  ftM/U 


AUGUST  11-11*  2015 
OAftAYWA  CAMP  AND  CONSMBM 
CLINTON*  MISStSSiPPt 


RiOtSTHATION  OtAOUNC: 

Pteese  register  by  July  24,  2015- 
Thar*  will  be  •  $5  Ute  fee  »ft«r  July  24. 201 5. 

TONMMb 

Complete  the  forms  end  mBil  with  your  check  to  the 
Pestor/leederehip  Develop  -  Department. 
POBo*S30.J»cksonl^  392CV0530 

POO  QUtmONS  ^NO  PWC24G 

Conuct  Cethy  Taylor,  1-500-746-1651.  «ML  305.  or  292-3305  or  E-meil: 
oMayioiGmbcb.org 


8015  STATE  SEttlOR  RALLY 

THURSDAY.  AUGUST  S7 
CROSSGATES  BG.  BRATIOOn 
[$1  AT  THE  000R] 


Registration/Refreshments 
Rally:  Jenny  Nolen,  Purvis 
Break 

(Refreshments  Jurr^shed  by  NIS  Baptist  Foundat 

BREAK  OUTS 

1.  "Fun  Time  with  Jim  Burke" 

2*  "Ways  to  Disciple  Older  People" 

3.  Leadership: 

Does  one  size  fix  all  ministries  for  the  aging?" 


COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 


THURSDAY  I  MAY  14 1 6:30  P.M. 

Uiut  &aptiAt  '€hu\ch,  gackuui 

PASTORS,  STAFF,  CHARMAN  Of  DEACONS, 
FfNANCIAl/BUDGET  CHAIRMEN  AND  SPOUSES 

at  fUnAL.  SHAKE* 

NO  COST,  BUT  YOU  MUST  PS  VP  TO  USA  LEAVE  U.  AT  401-292  3347 

OR  UEAYELLUMBCS  ORG  BY  MONDAY.  MAY  1 1 


2  Locations: 

William  Carey  University  •  July  14-18 
Blue  Mountain  College  •  July  21-25 

Registration  begins  February  2.  2015 

Cost.  $175  ($50  reg.  foe)  : 
indudes  t-shirt  music,  meals,  and  lodging 

$90  ($35  reg.  fee)  commuter  fee: 
indudes  t-shirt,  music,  and  meals 

For  more  information  and  registration 
contact  the  Church  Music  Dept,  of  the 
MBCB  at  800-748-1651,  Ext  267 
or  601-292-3267. 


CP 


. 


GROWInG0URCHES^ 

Sponsored  by  MS  Baptist  Convention  A  North  MS  Baptist  Association 

Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  7*  and  8*  2015 


Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
4675  Cliff  Gookin  E4vd 
Tupelo,  MS  38301 


V  .for  the  training  of  tha  saints 
In  tha  work  of  the  ministry, 
to  build  up  tha  body  of  Christ..." 

Bpifto* ta  4:  It  (Pc 9b) 


For  mors  Information,  plaaaa  call  the  Lee  County  Baptist  Association 
ea2.saa.170d  or  log  on  ai  www  giusfngdlntfofms  tnfo 

oa 

contKtdw  DtocplMhlp/Family  Ministry  DtptafdwMBCBtf 

800-740-1651,  Ext  283,  or  601  2*2-3203  L 


GOING  DEEPER 

State  Literacy  Missions  Conference 
July  31 — Aug.  1.  2015 

Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center,  Clinton 

9:00  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

February  7,  201 5 

Central 

Brandon  Baptist  Church,  Brandon 


February  21,  2015 

North/South 

FBC,  Tupelo/Marion  BA,  Columbia 


For  more  information  contact  the  WMU  at  800-7 48-1651, 


Ext.  215.  or  601-292-3215. 


Pray  for  Eugenia  & 
Ttacy  Putna  m,  mission¬ 
aries  mmsierinG  to  Eu¬ 
ropean  Pedpidf  through 
church  piaotfng 


Pray  for  C.  &  Marleen 
Robinson,  ■  t  xssionanes 
mmetering  to  Sub* 
Saharan^nemfeopies 


Pray  this  day  for... 

' Trust  rh.  da  Lad  aid  a// your  barf,  aid  d  hpL/mh.  ah  gear  aah. 
uhJersfaJhjhQ  Th  a/i your  mays  ac/haa/day  /um,  aid  ha  a/// Mad 
sfraiy^Lgaur pads.  ‘  Prtwer/s  3:5-6  (&SU) 


Pray  for  Steven  & 

- * - ftn  haiti 

TMicKoice  noorru, 

missionaries  ministering 
to  SutvMharan  Afr^an 
Peoples  tvauah  church 
piantina  churctVhome 
outreach  &  evangefciTV 


&  evangelsm  &  evangelism 


May  8-21,  201 5 


Pray  tor  Michael  & 
Sarah  Prewitt  m* 

\  I^ch  &  evangefcm 


to  European  9 
thfough  oiurt 

&  community, 


K 

mtycxjfrea  r 


Pray  for  Geroge  & 
Geraldine  Smith, 

missionaries  mritstering 
to  Sub-Swran  African 
Peoples  through  church 
planting,  ibhuith^home 
outreach  &  evangelism 


Pray  for  Janna  Smith, 

missionary  rmmsterinq 
to  American  Peoples/ 
Mexico  tvough  Church 
planting. 


Pray  for  Karl  &  Peggy 
Wallace,  mestonanes 
ministering  to  American 
Peoples  through  mission 
adrrwngfobon.  church/ 


Pray  for  Thomas  Pray  for  Clay  &  Jerl  Pray  for  Jeanette  Tfcy- 

Smlfh,  missionary  Stegall,  missionaries  toe  missionary  mrfcter- 

mostengg  toApencan  ministering  toAnencan  tng  to  Souiheas  Asian 

Peopies^rU;thfoLigt>  Peopled  throughitraceg/  Peoples  thfoughregxxiai 

tegorveplfwiuppon  coordination  suppetf 


Ttie  IMS  missionaries  feted  in  the  House7op<  rxayer  calendar  are  cure*  act ve  in  2-4  year  rp'  ns  or  m  career  service. 


RETREA 

2015 


Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 

Tuesday.  May  19.  2015  •  601-226-5316 

Salem  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Laurel 

Thursday,  May  21.  2015  •  601-763-7571 

First  Baptist  Church,  Natchez 

Tuesday,  May  26,  2015  •  601-442-1464 


For  more  information  contact  the 
Discipleship/Family  Ministry  Department 
of  the  MBCB  at 

800-748-1651.  Ext.  284,  or  601-292-3284 


Mr.  Benjamin  Worthy 
7/10/08 

Parents:  Charlie  & 
Shannon 

European  Peoples 

Mr  Joshua 
7/26/96 
Parents:  J  &  P 
Restricted 

MissZoe 

7/30/00 

Parents:  CJ  &  2 
Restricted 


Mr.  Luke 
7/4/11 

Parents:  D  &  L 
Restricted 

Miss  Kylie 
7/9/09 

Parents.  D  &  MB 
Restricted 

Miss  Natalia  N 
7/10/07 

Parents:  Kieth  &  Susan 
Restricted 

Miss  Josie  M 
7/13/10 
Parents:  C  &  A 
Restricted 

Miss  Christina 
7/17/01 

Parents  .  Brad  &  Lenora 
Last  Frontier 

Miss  Abigail 
7/17/99 
Parents:  D  &  K 
European  Peoples 


Encourage  an  MK  with  a  card! 


FOR  SECURITY ,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to: 

tMBCB  WMU  MK  Birthdays ,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 
PLEASE  NOTE :  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMU. 
b  Annricnrc  Individual  cards  do  not  need  postage  stamps  when  sent  as  a 

BAPTISTS  package  to  MS  WMU. 

Plrasr  include  your  return  address  on  each  card  envelope.  MKs  and  their  parents 
may  wish  to  send  you  an  update  or  note  of  appreciation. 


[  OlT^rP, 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CD  or  IRA 

COMING  DUE? 


L.D.  O'Mire 

Financial  Services 

1-800-844-3254 


Revivals  8t  Homecomings  A S  many  as  500  Stolen 

Sal6  Sirls  recovered  in  Nigeria 


Hearina  is  Believin' 


In  a  separate  news  report,  the  injured  The  Nigerian  military  than  70  have  managed  to  escape 
French  news  agency  AFP  num-  will  continue  to  “a>mDrehaBive-  without  mdrtary  assistance, 
bered  the  two  groups  of  freed  V  dean  out  the  Sambisa  Forest  The  kidnapping  mobilized 
women  and  girte  at  nearly  500.  where  Boko  Haram  is  believed  to  the  international  community  in 
“'Whoever  they  may  be,  the  impor-  maintain  several  camps,  military 

tant  thing  is  that  Nigerians  held  officials  sa**:  .  . 

captive  under  very  severe  and  “There  is  great  hope  for 
inhuman  conditions  have  been  the  recovery  of  more  hostages 
freed  by  our  gallant  troops,"  the  of  the  terrorists,  the  AFP  quot- 
AFP  quoted  defense  spokesman  '  edOhikolade. 

Chris  Otukoiade.  Boko  Haram  has  suffered 

Thoee  rescued  are  said  to  be  losses,  but  has  also  recaptured 
traumatized  and  in  need  of  in¬ 
tensive  psychological  treatment 
Some  have  been  so  indoctrinated 
in  Boko  Haram  ideology,  that  the 
females  opened  fire  on  soldiers 
trying  to  nee  them,  and  others 
may  have  become  emotionally 
attached  to  militants  they  were 
forced  to  marry,  the  AP  reported. 

In  the  latest  rescue,  several 
people  were  killed  including  a 
Nigerian  soldier  and  a  woman. 

At  least  eight  women  were  shot  T  _ 

and  four  soldiers  were  seriously  have  not  been  recovered.  More 


public  interest  under  the  #Bring- 
BackOurGirLs  campaign.  Since 
the  beginning  of  2014,  Boko 
Haram  has  kidnapped  at  least 
2,000  women  and  girls  from  their 
families.  Amnesty  International 

_ t  _ _ _ w _ has  estimated.  Boko  Haram  had 

some  towns  in  northeastern  Ni-  pledged  to  imprison  some  of 
geria  since  the  nation’s  presiden-  them  as  sex  slaves,  and  officials 
tial  elections  a  month  ago.  Newly  believe  many  of  those  captured 
elected  president  Muhammadu  may  have  been  used  as  suicide 
Buhari,  a  Muslim  who  identifies  as  bombers  or  human  shields,  ac- 
a  Democrat  takes  office  May  29.  cording  to  news  reports. 

Buhari  has  vowed  to  defeat  Boko  Haram  militants  are 
Boko  Haram  and  gain  freedom  blamed  for  killing  15,000  or  more 
for  the  219  Chibok  scnool  girts  still  Christians  and  moderate  Muslims 
missing  since  the  militants  lod-  since  2009,  and  leaving  more 
napped  nearly  300  students  and  than  1.5  million  homeless.  Boko 
destroyed  their  boarding  school  Haram  has  pledged  allegiance  to 
Anril  15,  2014.  Most  of  the  girls  the  self- proclaimed  Islamic  State 


FOR  SALE  2803  FORD  E468  •  21  PAS9EM>  ST  AWED  GLASSWORKS,  IRC.,  »ww>g  MS 
OCR  BUS.  73  CM  enpv  forty  120.000  SAL  m  1902  C«00M06»297O 
wm  Mfrt  .Body.  Good  Irw  and  bratos.  GET  THE  BEST  RATES  0*  Hea*  instance 
new  prtrt  and  Mary  Exalert  Condton  ^  Suriemerti  CM  1-800-541- 

$5.900  00.  Contact CALLAHAN  BUS  SALES.  8196orvx<wwwTumartaurxica(>iraayn 
Gjdofd,  MB.  Phone  862  514-1740  or  662-234- 


GVH  YAT  BHMIT  VG  BVR  YAMY 
DHLFBTYA  EMWQMYLVF  AMYA 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


MXXTMHTR  YV  MWW  RTF 


YLYOE  YNV:TWTQTF 


Clue:  Q  *  V 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  punk.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle: Mark  4:41 

by  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004. 0  2005 
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ABEDINI 

cont.  from  p.  1 

prison  after  authorities  accused 
him  of  having  alcohol  —  com¬ 
munion  wine  —  in  prison.  He 
has  appealed  the  decision.  Last 
October,  Iranian  authorities  sen¬ 
tenced  three  pastors,  Behnam 
Irani,  Abdolreza  Ali-Haghnejad, 
and  Reza  Rabbani  of  the  Church 
of  Iran  to  six  years  in  prison  for 
“arsons  against  national  secu¬ 
rity”  and  “creating  a  network  to 
overthrow  the  system,"  catch-all 
terms  the  Islamist  government 
uses  to  suppress  Chnstians  and 
political  opponents  it  perceives 
as  threats. 

Originally  authorities  charged 
the  men  with  “Mofsed-fel-arz” 
or  “spreading  corruption  on 
Earth,  a  charge  that  can  carry 
the  death  penalty. 

Barrens  said  pressure  on  Abe- 
dini  comes  ana  goes  in  waves. 


with  the  current  round  of  ill  treat¬ 
ment  likely  related  to  internation¬ 
al  efforts  to  limit  Iran’s  ability  to 
produce  nuclear  weapons. 

Barrens  said  that  if  the  U.S. 
government  “leaves  the  table 
without  getting  Abedini’s  free¬ 
dom,  it  makes  things  much  more 
difficult  to  get  his  rweaae." 

September  marks  Abedini’s 
third  year  in  prison.  According 
to  Iranian  law,  most  criminal  of¬ 
fenders  can  apply  for  clemency 
or  parole  when  they  have  served 
one-third  of  their  sentences.  Bar¬ 
rens  said  Abedini’s  family  is  in 
the  process  of  applying  for  that. 

So  far,  their  efforts  for  clem¬ 
ency  have  met  with  no  results. 

This  story  first  appeared  at 
Morning  Star  News  (Morning- 
StarNews.org),  a  California- 
based  independent  neius  ser- 
uice  focusing  on  persecution  of 
Chnstians  worldwide .  Morning 
Star  permits  all  media  to  utilize 
its  reports. 


$5,000 


Final  Expense  Bureau 


Insurance  Policies 


FOR  ONLY  PENNIES  A  DAY 


Guaranteed  Issue 


Even  if  you  have  been  turned 


down  before. 


We  will  issue  you  a  policy  up  to 

age  85 


L.D.  O' Mire 


1 -{800)444-3254 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  trv  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  email  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  e-mail  form  Secondary  method,  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing:  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  everpresent  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  wilt  be  accepted 
Photogr  jph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  eiectronicaMy 


wa  entail  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  deer,  sharp,  and  wafMighted  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
oofacrocivy  pootDgrapns  ww  m  pnnwo. 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  wall  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  win  be  published,  and  unsoicited 
materiel  wM  not  be  acknowtedgecfor  returned 
Al  news  items  ere  subject  to  editing,  and  al 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 
anri/or  photographs  can  ba  publhhad  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date  Articles  that 
are  not  date-eensrtive  win  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis.  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  ba  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  392060530.  FAX  (601)  292- 
3330.  E-mail  baptistracortfmbcb  org 


Need  a  light? 

>  “I  unt  the  light  of  the  world. 

Whoever  follows  me  will  nut  walk 
in  darkness  hut  will  have  the 

light  “i  lift  ”  John  8:12)1] 

’  I 

simplv  share  tin  lullow ins*  pray ervfi  j 


share  1  he  follow  ins 
with  f.od  in  vom  own  words 


).  I  ord.  1  admit  that  I  need  v oif! 

<  1  have  sinnt  d|4 
2  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  i  I  re|K  iil.» 
.1.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  lilt  "i.iw  to  forsjivt  mv  silt'* 
and  lo  reslort  mv  relationship 
with  vnu.  (I  believe  in  Jtsiis.i 
4.  Itv  faith.  I  invite  It  mi*  (  hrist 
into  mv  lilt-,  from  this  time  on. 
I  waul  lo  live  in  a  loviii"  relationship 
with  Him.  <1  receive  <  hrist  as 
mv  Savior  and  I  ord, l 


“Hot  as  man)  as  received  him.  to  llitin  In  slave 
lilt  risihl  lo  het  tinie  t  hildreii  ol  God.  even  lo 
those  w ho  belie v e  in  his  name.'*  (John  1:12) 
If  v  on  make  a  derision  for  (hrist  tmla) ,  eon  tar  I  a 
Imal  Southern  baptist  ehtireh  for  spiritual  guidance. 


May  7,  2015  The  Baptist  Record 


Casting  crowns  in  Concert 

July  18  7:00  p.m. 

Leflore  County  Civic  Center 
200  Hwy  7  North,  Greenwood,  MS  38930 


$25  General  Admission 
$35  Artist  Circle 
$75  VIP  Seating 
Doors  open  at  6:00  p.m. 

Sponsored  by 

North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
662-453-2801 

Purchase  tickets  at  itickets.com  or  church 


MARRIAGE 

coat  from  p.  1 

policies  or  standards,  and  we  will 
deal  with  any  legal  challenges  to 
them  as  necessary." 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president 

of  Southern - 

Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky., 
noted  that  an 
exchange  be¬ 
tween  Chief 
Justice  John 
Roberts  and 
VerriDi  also 
referenced  MOHLER 
religious 

schools.  When  Roberts  asked, 
“Would  a  religious  school  that  has 
married  housing  be  required  to 
afford  such  housing  to  same-sex 
couples?”  Verrilh  “did  not  say  no," 
Mohler  observed. 

“The  Chief  Justice  asked  the 
unavoidable  question  when  he 


asked  specifically  about  campus 
housing"  Mohler  wrote  in  a  nog 
post  Tf  a  school  cannot  define  its 
housing  policies  on  the  basis  of  its 
retigious  bekefe,  then  it  is  denied 
the  ability  to  operate  on  the  basis 
of  those  beliefs. 

The  Tig  three’  issues  for  reli¬ 
gious  schools  j- 
are  the  free-  j 
doms  to  main¬ 
tain  admis-  I 
s»on,  hiring,  j 
and  student 
services  on  the 
basis  of  reli¬ 
gious  convic¬ 
tion.  By  asking  ROBERTS 
about  student 

housing,  the  Chief  Justice  asked 
one  of  me  most  practical  questions 
involved  in  student  services.  The 
same  principles  would  apply  to  the 
admission  of  students  and  the  hir¬ 
ing  of  faculty.  AH  three  are  new  di¬ 
rectly  threatened,"  Mohler  wrote. 

Todd  Linn,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Southeastern  Seminary 


in  Wake  Forest,  N.C,  told  Baptist 
Press  the  “prospect  of  legalizing 
gay  marriage  across  the  nation 
raises  a  host  of  questions  and  con¬ 
cern  for  religious  institutions  and 
conservative  evangelical  seminar¬ 
ies  such  as  SEBTS. 

Verriffi  “opened  the  door  to 

a  number  of  . - 

other  possible 
concerns.  One 
can  only  imag¬ 
ine  how  legal¬ 
izing  same 
sex  marriage 
might  also  af¬ 
fect  religious  I _ 

freedoms  re-  (INN 
luting  to  ad¬ 
missions  or  hiring  and  firing. 

“While  many  aspects  of  this 
issue  remain  unclear  at  the 
present,  the  seminary  will  be 
closely  following  all  court  cases 
and  legislation  mat  may  impact 
the  institution,"  said  Linn,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church  in  Hender¬ 
son,  Ky. 


Sunday  School 


r  May  10, 2015 


>eek  Him  First*  Haggai  1:1-11 ,  2:5-9 


What  rives  yew  the  absolutely  great¬ 
est  satisfaction  in  life?  Do  you  LOVE 
your  work? 

Is  there  a  hobby  that  occupies  your 
every  free  minute?  What  about  sports? 
Are  you  a  FANatic? 

H  aggai’s  ministry  was  short  but  he  was 
asking  similar  questions,  yet  his  ques¬ 
tions  related  to  personal  financial  priori¬ 
ties  and  persona]  spiritual  priorities.  He 
got  very  personal  as  we  shall  quickly  see 
when  we  read  this  two  chapter  book.  He 
wastes  no  time  getting  right  to  the  point. 

Reality  Defined  (Haggai  1:1-9) 

7s  it  time  for  you  yourselves  to  dwell 
in  paneled  houses ,  and  this  temple  to  tie 
in  ruins ?”  (Haggai  1:4  NKJV) 

H aggai’s  word  from  the  Lord  was  re¬ 
garding  die  Temple  that  had  begun  to  be 
rebuilt  20  years  earlier  when  the  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid.  But,  the  people  lost  then- 
enthusiasm  for  the  Temple  and  gained 
enthusiasm  for  rebuilding  their  own 
lives  after  coming  back  to  Jerusalem 
from  exile.  Now  they  say  “The  time  has 
not  come  that  the  Lord  s  house  should 
be  built.*  v.  2 

That  did  not  sit  well  with  the  Lord  or 
his  prophet  and  chastisement  was  quick. 
Then  the  Lord  says,  “Consider  your  ways" 
(v.5)  Essentially  God  says,  “You  are 
working  hard  but  seeing  very  little  gain, 


you  even  have  holes  in  your  money  bags!* 
y.  6  He  tells  them  to  reconsider  their 
lifestyles.  He  tells  them  they  have  little 
because  what  you  bring  home,  “1  blew  it 
away,  because  My  bouse  is  in  ruins  while 
you  run  your  own  houses."  v.  Q  He  tells 
them  their  priorities  are  out  of  focus. 

Discipline  Defined  (Haggai  t:  10-11) 

“ Therefore  the  heavens  above  you 
withhold  the  dew,  and  the  earth  with¬ 
holds  its 

fruit...  ”  f“ - 

(Haggai 
1:10) 

Hag-: 

S  states 
reason 
for  theh 
crop  failure 
and  water 
shortage.*. 

God  is  dis¬ 
ciplining  them! 

This  is  not  true  of  every  natural  di¬ 
saster,  but  it  was  in  this  case.  When  we 
think  we  know  better  than  God  what  we 
should  do  with  what  we  have,  God  may 
let  circumstances  take  place  to  prove  His 
point.  God  really  wants  to  bless  His  chil¬ 
dren,  but  when  we  do  not  cooperate  with 
His  plans,  we  block  the  opportunity  of 
His  blessings! 


Glory  to  Come  (Haggai  2:5-9) 

*7ne  gloru  of  this  latter  temple  shall 
be  greater  than  the  former .*  Saus  the 
Lord  of  Hosts. ”  (Haggai  2:9  NKJVj 
Goa  is  about  to  literally  shake  them 
up.  God  told  them  He  wil1  shake  heaven 
and  earth,  the  sea  and  ti  -  dry  land.  He 
will  shake  the  nations,  even  the  desire 
of  all  nations  to  fill  His  Temple  with  His 
glory.  He  says  all  (he  silver  and  all  the 
gold  is  His.  He  owns  everything  ^ 

God  re¬ 
veals  He 
will  bring 

Explore  the  BHa  Etis  Tem- 

withKiHyDYorn^mL  ftrd 

Hosts  de- 
■  dares  His 
glory  to  be 
revealed. 

God  was  telling  them  He  was  about 
to  shake  the  foundations  of  their  lives 
and  bring  a  renewal  through  His  glo¬ 
ry.  The  new  glory  in  this  temple  would 
for  exceed  even  the  glory  of  Solomon’s 
Temple.  If  you  recall  when  the  Temple 
of  Solomon  was  dedicated  “the  house  of 
the  Lord  was  filled  with  a  cloud,  so  that 
the  priests  could  not  continue  minister¬ 
ing  because  of  the  cloud:  for  the  glory 


■ 


of  the  Lord  filled  the  house  of  God.*  (2 
Chi™icles^:i4-i«p^  1  thegl 


gLry*fi§ing  the  former  temple.  That  is  a 
powerful  statement! 

Why  would  this  take  place?  The 
people  met  the  conditions  of  God’s  pres¬ 
ence.  In  Haggai  1:14  “So  the  Lord  stirred 
up  the  spirit  of  Zerubbabel  the  son  of 
Snealtiel,  governor  of  Judah,  and  the 
spirit  of  Joshua  son  of  Jehozadak,  the 
high  priest,  and  the  spirit  of  all  the  peo¬ 
ple;  and  they  came  and  worked  on  the 
bouse  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  their  God.” 
The  people*  did  the  work  and  God  pro¬ 
vide  the  resources.  God  got  the  glory. 

It  is  amazing  what  Goa  can  do  through 
His  people  when  they  get  in  tune  with 
Him.  It  will  cause  the  people  around 
them  to  be  amazed. 

God  wants  His  people  to  obey,  follow 
His  plan,  and  fulfill  His  Commission. 
Our  world  would  be  transformed  and 
God  would  get  the  glory!  Amen. 

What  can  you  do  this  week  to  ful¬ 
fill  God’s  plan  through  your  life  for 
His  glory? 

Youna  is  retired  Sunday  School  Di¬ 
rector.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  a  member  of  Ridgecrest 
Church,  Madison. 


Stick  with  Forgiveness  •  Matthew  18: 21-28,  32-33 


Big  little  words  in  Scripture  —  the 
very  words  that  we  seem  to  skim  over 
conveniently  or  skip  completely  — 
should  capture  and  absorb  our  atten¬ 
tion.  My  two  favorite  big  littles  are  “I* 
and  “Am,"  especially  when  they  are 
spoken  together  from  the  mouth  of 
The  Onto  One  Who  truly  aualifies  to 
declare  them.  There  is  that  three-letter 
conjunctive  word  "but”  which  always 
acts  as  a  connecting  hinge.  The  word 
“but”  signals  the  reader  to  expect  con¬ 
trasting  results  from  the  previous  sen¬ 
tence,  paragraph  or  section.  Romans 
6:23  reads,  “For  the  wages  of  sin  is 
death  BUT  the  free  gift  of  God  is  eter¬ 
nal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  That 
"but"  heralds  a  joyful  relief.  Isaiah 
30:15  reads,  "For  thus  the  Lord  God, 
the  Holy  One  of  Uriel,  has  said,  Tn  re¬ 
pentance  and  rest  you  shall  be  saved, 
in  quietness  and  trust  is  your  strength, 
BUT  you  were  not  willing.’"  That  “but” 
delivers  a  weighty  indictment. 

Time  and  column  space  limits  do  not 
permit  me  to  explore  the  dynamics  of 
so”  or  “It*  or  “for*  or  “one’  or  “only*  or 

5t  another  favorite  of  mine,  “...then...." 

ost  readers  would  look  at  today’s  les¬ 
son  tide  and  immediately  conclude  that 
“forgiveness”  would  be  the  key  word  in 
our  study.  Please  allow  me  to  prove 
them  wrong  with  a  two-letter  word. 

In  this  unit,  we  delineate  “bond¬ 


ing  agents”  for  relationships.  So  far, 
we  have  described  the  role  of  love  and 
encouragement  in  building  lasting  re¬ 
lationships.  Forgiveness  is  a  powerful 


lationships.  forgiveness  is  a  powerful 
bonding  agent.  Ask  the  Amish  people 
who  forgave  the  gunman  who  came  to 
their  school  in  Nickel  Mines,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  October  2006.  Five  of  their  pre¬ 
cious  children  were  shot  and  killed  that 
day.  While  a  whole  astonished  world 
looked  on,  this  deeply  wounded  Amish 
communi¬ 
ty  showed 
com  pas¬ 
sion  and 
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murderer.  „  ,  n 


Love  and  Becky  Brown 

encourage- 

ment  and  I 

forgive- 

nesa  have 

become  so  rare  in  our  day  that  they  are  I 
considered  strangers.  l 

Our  truth  for  this  week  is  gleaned  1 
from  a  conversation  between  Peter  and  1 
Jesus  in  Capernaum.  Peter  began  with  < 
a  question:  “Lord,  how  often  shall  my  1 

KmtK«r  cin  non i net  m#»  and  I  fotvivp  him?  ( 


So  far,  was  left  speechless,  ashamed  for  even 
>ve  and  asking  such  a  question, 
ing  re-  Rabbi  rules  of  the  day  required  two 
swerful  or  three  episodes  of  forgiveness.  Old 
people  Pete  thought  he  was  being  generous, 
ame  to  Like  always,  Jesus  presented  a  better 
ennsyl-  plan.  Basically,  Peter  should  ramp  up 
nr  pre-  his  calculations  and  be  ready  to  for- 
ied  that  give  seventy  times  seven.  Four  hundred 
i  world  ninety  times?!?! 

Amish  As  Peter  stood  there  in  shock,  Jesus 

told  him 

-  (and  all 

listeners 
there  and 

ies  for  Life  W'^M  f d 

fH  ers  here 


and  now)  a 
little  story. 
A  certain 
servant 
owed  his 

king  a  debt  that  was  impossible  to  re- 


brother  sin  against  me  and  I  forgive  him? 
Up  to  seven  times?”  Jesus  answered  him 
with  one  sentence  then  followed  up  with 
a  story.  Peter's  verbal  response  is  not 
recorded.  I  believe  that  is  because  Peter 


king  a  debt  that  was  impossible  to  re-  His  origin 
pay.  The  money  value  of  his  debt  was  at  the  books, 
feast  ten  million  dollars.  Just  as  he  was  How  ca 
about  to  be  sold  along  with  his  wife,  his  lationship 
children  and  all  his  property,  this  ser-  willing  to 
vant  begged  for  mercy  and  an  extension  with  love, 
of  time  in  which  to  repay  his  debt.  This  Stick  with 
king  felt  compassion  for  the  man,  for-  have  been 
gave  the  entire  debt,  declaring  it  to  be 
paid  in  full.  Now,  that  is  forgiveness.  Brown 

Great  story,  but  that  was  not  the  end  Church,  Richlana 


of  Peter’s  lesson  on  forgiveness.  This 
very  same  slave  who  nad  just  been 
forgiven  an  unpayable  debt  went  and 
found  a  fellow  slave  who  owed  him 
one  hundred  denarii.  One  denarius 
was  equal  to  one  day’s  wage.  Chump 
change.  He  demanded  to  be  repaid  im¬ 
mediately.  He  even  put  his  hands  on 
the  man  s  throat  threatening  to  choke 
him.  Showing  no  mercy,  he  threw  his 
debtor  into  prison  until  the  debt  was 
paid.  Now,  tnat  is  NOT  forgiveness 

Fellow  slaves  reported  this  to  the 
king.  His  next  phone  call  was  to  his 
recently  forgiven  slave.  The  king  de¬ 
clared  him  a  wicked  servant.  He  was 
forgiven  because  he  entreated  the  king 
ana  received  compassion.  “You  should 
have  also  had  mercy  on  the  one  who 
was  indebted  to  you  (here  it  is... wait 
for  it.. .the  other  big  little  word)  AS  (in 
the  same  way,  method,  manner,  full¬ 
ness)  1  previously  had  mercy  on  you.” 
His  original  debt  was  put  right  back  on 
the  books. 

How  can  we  expect  to  maintain  re¬ 
lationships  if  we  are  unmoved  and  un¬ 
willing  to  forgjve?  Well,  we  can’t.  Stick 
with  love.  Stick  with  encouragement. 
Stick  with  forgiveness.  Forgive  AS  you 
have  been  forgiven. 


Brown  is  staff  evangelist,  First 
hurch,  RichlancT 


MnrtDC  and  wisdom.  Our  transgender 

IvIvV/nC  neighbors  experience  real  suf- 

cont.  from  p  2  fering,  and  we  should  suffer 

.  __  . ,  .  .  ,  with  them.  The  answers  offered 

happened  in  our  first  birth.  We  by  the  culture  and  the  Sexual 
need  a  new  birth  altogether  Revolution/ Industrial  Complex 

For  the  church,  thia  is  ao-  can’t  relieve  that  suffering.  We 


need  a  new  birth  altogether. 

For  tiie  church,  this  is  go¬ 
ing  to  mean  both  conviction 


can't  relieve  that  suffering.  We 
should  stand  for  God’s  good  de¬ 


sign,  including  what  Jesus  says 
has  been  true  from  the  begin¬ 
ning*  that  we  are  created  male 
ana  female,  not  as  self-willed 
designations  but  as  part  of 
God  a  creative  act  (Mark  10:6). 

In  so  doing,  what  every  pre¬ 
vious  civilization  would  have 


seen  as  obvious  —  that  male¬ 
ness  and  femaleness  are  part 
of  our  biological  design  —  will 
be  seen  as  out  of  kilter  with 
the  culture. 

So  be  it.  We  will  stand  with 
conviction,  even  as  we  offer 
mercy.  We've  been  called  to 


keep  in  step  with  the  Spirit, 
even  if  we  can’t  always  keep  up 
with  the  Kardashians. 

Biloxi  native  Moore  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
tention's  Ethics  Sr  Religious  Lib¬ 
erty  Commission  in  Nashville. 
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PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH,  TIPPAH 

COUNTY,  recognized  its  seniors  on  Senior 
Day.  Shown  are  Alexa  Glissen,  Ivy  Johnson, 
and  Georgia  Kate  Conner. 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  The  LeFevre  Quartet  will  be  in  concert  May  14 

at  Petahatchle  Church,  Petohatchle,  at  7  p.m. 
Love  offering. 


Joyce Tait  retired  from  the  music  ministry  at 

HEBRON  CHURCH,  YAZOO  ASSOCIA¬ 
TION,  after  70  years  of  service. 


i  n 


The  children  of  CALVARY  CHURCH,  BOGUE  CHITTO, 
participated  in  an  Easter  party.  Hal  Hatten,  pastor. 


The  Mission  Friends  of  SILVER  CREEK 

WKKKKfT*  h 

SLAVDEN  CHURCH,  MARSHALL,  held  its 
Eastsr  service  Apr.  19.  Ruaty  Fair,  pastor. 

CHURCH,  PIKE  COUNTY,  learned  the 

Mexican  hat  dance  during  their  study  of  the 
Park  family  in  Mexico.  Shown  are  Michael 
Safcak,  Jasmine  McKenzie,  Tiffany  Hall  and 
Ethan  McKenzie. 

A  group  of  ladies  from  SCOTLAND  CHURCH,  WINONA, 

recently  attended  a  women's  conference  at  West  Helena 
Church  in  Arkansas.  Shown  are  Becky  Abies,  Tabbie  Williams, 
Kristen  HolifieJd,  and  Kathy  Noah. 

HS  BUS  SALES 
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FIRST  CHURCH,  EUPORA, 

held  an  Easter  Sonrise  service 
at  7:30  a.m.  Easter  morning  on 
the  front  lawn  of  tha  church. 


TUCKERS  CROSSING  CHURCH.  LAUREL,  field  a  Palm 
Sunday  service  featuring  songs  and  palm  branches 
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to  All  Financial  Budget.  Treasurers.  Pastors 
and  Administrators  to  dll  churches  to  MtasMppt 

Johnny  tofcestraw.  Pastor  A  CPA 
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For  more  Information  contact  Lisa  Loavoll  at 
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